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About Governor Bob McDonnell 

Governor Bob McDonnell was 
sworn in as the 71st Governor 

of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia on January 16, 2010.  

He received nearly 59% of the 
vote, and the most votes of any 

candidate for Governor in 
Virginia history.  

As Virginia’s Chief Executive, 
Governor McDonnell inherited 

two budget shortfalls: $1.8 
billion for FY 2010 and $4.2 billion for FY 2011/2012. He defeated a 

proposed $2 billion increase in the state income tax for FY 2011/2012, kept 
existing car tax relief in place and brought Democrats and Republicans 

together to close the shortfalls through spending reductions, and without a 
single tax increase. At the same time McDonnell was successful in seeing 

80% of his legislative proposals passed by Virginia’s General Assembly, 
which consists of a Republican House and Democratic Senate.  

Included in the Governor’s proposals were major education reforms to bring 
more charter schools to the Commonwealth and expand virtual learning 

programs, as well as a package of dramatic new incentives for job-creating 
businesses to encourage economic development and job creation in the 

state. Governor McDonnell has focused extensive time on job creation, and 
since February, Virginia has added the second highest number of new jobs 

nationally. 

McDonnell has dedicated his life to public service.  He served 21 years in the 

U.S. Army, both active duty and reserve, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel in 
1997.  Upon graduating from law school in 1989 he served as a Virginia 

Beach prosecutor.  McDonnell was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates 
in 1991 and served 14 years representing Virginia Beach.  He was elected as 

the 44th Attorney General of Virginia in 2005. As Attorney General, 
McDonnell kept all seven of his campaign promises and successfully passed 

92 of his 105 legislative proposals, with strong bipartisan support. 

McDonnell was raised in Fairfax County. He graduated from the University of 
Notre Dame (BBA), Boston University (MSBA) and Regent University (JD and 

MA).  He and his wife Maureen have been married for 34 years. They have 5 

children, ages 18-29. Their oldest daughter, Jeanine, served in the U.S. 
Army, including a tour of duty in Baghdad, Iraq in 2005-2006.  
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Key Bio Points 

 Received the most votes of any candidate for Governor in Virginia 

history.  
 

 Closed two budget shortfalls of $1.8 billion and $4.2 billion without 
raising taxes 

 
 Married 34 years to Maureen McDonnell  

 
 Father of 5 children  

 
 Oldest daughter, Jeanine, was Lieutenant in the U.S. Army and is an 

Iraq War veteran  
 

 McDonnell served 21 years in the U.S. Army, both on active duty and 
reserves  

 

 He retired as a Lt. Colonel  
 

 Has a master’s degree in business administration and public policy, as 
well as a  law degree  

 
 Worked for a Fortune 500 Company  

 
 Is a former Prosecutor  

 
 Served 14 years in the Virginia House of Delegates, serving as 

Chairman of the powerful Courts of Justice Committee, and Assistant 
Majority Leader  

 
 As Attorney General, 92 of his 105 legislative proposals were passed 

into law 

 
 80% of his legislative proposals passed during his first General 

Assembly session as Governor 
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What They’re Saying about Governor McDonnell 

 

“……the poster child for fiscal 
conservatism since balancing 

Virginia's $4.2B budget deficit.” 
 
The Hotline on Call October 8, 

2010 
 

 
 
 

“Most of the country's states confront 
budget crunches…….. Virginia has 

acted more responsibly than many 
other states, as the governor's 
remarks above recount, and he 

deserves the major share of the 
credit for that.” 

 
Richmond Times-Dispatch, 

editorial, October 14, 201 
 

“Gov. McDonnell has already 
begun 

to implement a new era of fiscal 
responsibility that, coupled with 
prudent spending and innovative 

reforms, will improve the way Virginia 
does business. What we have in Gov. 

McDonnell is an ideas-driven governor 
who is dedicated to tackling the 
state's most difficult issues.” 

 
Daily Press, State Senator 

Tommy Norment (R-James City 
County, Senate Minority 
Leader) Op-ed, September 25, 

2010 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/topics/types/provinceorstate/tags/virginia/
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State Sen. Charles J. Colgan Sr. 
is one of the Prince William 

area’s most famous Democrats, 
but he had lots of good things to 

say about a prominent 
Republican on Thursday. That 
was Gov. Robert F. “Bob” 

McDonnell. Colgan, chairman of 
the budget-writing Senate Finance 

Committee, told a gathering of the 
region’s chambers of commerce that 
McDonnell was instrumental in 

helping budget negotiators 
reach consensus when they had 

to make $4 billion in cuts to 
state programs.  “He presented a 
very cooperative atmosphere,” 

Colgan told the crowd at the 
Montclair Country Club. 

 
Inside NOVa, April 2, 2010 

 
 
 

 
“….An audit of the Virginia 

Department of Transportation 
ordered by Gov. Robert F. 
McDonnell (R) has unearthed 

buckets of cash -- $1 billion or more 
-- sitting in the department's accounts 

and ready to be spent on badly 
needed maintenance and construction 
projects. The money should provide a 

badly needed shot in the arm both for 
the commonwealth's ailing road 

system and for its shaky 
economy.………. Give Mr. McDonnell 
credit for good instincts as a 

steward of state funds.” 
 

The Washington Post, editorial 
September 26, 2010 
 

 
 

 
 

“From his first day in office, Mr. 
McDonnell took a tax increase off 

the table because he says "it will 
injure our economy, slow the 

recovery, and cost us jobs." His 
strategy to cut spending across 
most categories stands in contrast 

to Washington's, where everything 
except defense gets branded as 

"stimulus" to get more money. The 
feds could do worse than employ the 
Virginia strategy to close its deficit 

chasm—and they almost certainly 
will.” 

 
The Wall Street Journal, 
editorial August 24, 2010 

 
 

 
 

“Using pragmatic compromises to 
defuse partisan squabbles,  
pushing forward economic 

development initiatives and 
delivering what is perhaps the 

toughest budget ever passed by 
the General Assembly are marks 
of political leadership.  Since taking 

over the governor’s office in January, 
we’ve seen evidence that Bob 

McDonnell intends to keep Virginia on 
solid footing as the best state for 
business.” 

 
Virginia Business Magazine, 

editorial, March 29, 2010 
 
 

 
 

“….He successfully navigated that 
minefield of a $4.2 billion shortfall 
— without raising taxes. …..If 

remediation of the budget had been 
the administration’s lone achievement, 

these first 100 days would have been 
worthy of note. But Mr. McDonnell 

http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/person/tags/charles-j-colgan-sr/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/position/tags/prince/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/position/tags/governor/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/person/tags/charles-j-colgan-sr/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/position/tags/chairman-of-finance-committee/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/organization/tags/senate/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/currency/tags/usd/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/person/tags/charles-j-colgan-sr/
http://www2.insidenova.com/topics/types/organization/tags/montclair-country-club/
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realized three other goals — creating 
new jobs for Virginians (particularly in 

recession-wracked locales such as 
Danville, Martinsville and the 

Southwest coalfields),  advancing his 
educational reform agenda (charter 
schools) and placing the state first in 

line to reap the benefits of off-shore 
energy production……On those 

issues important to all Virginians 
— taxation, jobs, schools — the 
man did not disappoint. Priorities 

were set and addressed. 
Virginians, we hope, can 

anticipate more of the same in 
days to come.” 

 

Harrisonburg Daily News 
Record/Winchester Star, “The 

First 100 Days” editorial, May 1, 
2010 

 
 
 

 
“In Virginia, Governor Bob 

McDonnell has been busy. In office 
for only six months, the governor's 
office announced that McDonnell has 

"defeated former governor Tim Kaine's 
proposed $2 billion increase in the 

state income tax, kept existing car tax 
relief in place and brought Democrats 
and Republicans together to close the 

shortfall through spending reductions, 
and without a single tax increase." 

According to government figures, 
Virginia's state budget ended the 
2010 fiscal year on June 30 with a 

surplus of about $220 million, 
which is an amazing turnaround in 

half a year.” 
 
Cal Thomas national column, 

July 16, 2010 
 

“Bob McDonnell won the 
governorship in the most second 

most impressive gubernatorial 
landslide since the rise of 

competitive elections. The GOP 
ticket swept the three statewide 
offices. Republicans also widened their 

margin in the House of Delegates. 
Wins in Northern Virginia proved 

particularly impressive.” 
 
Richmond Times-Dispatch, 

editorial, December 28, 2009 
 

 
 
 

“Republicans are right to put their 
hopes in McDonnell, whose 

conservative credentials paired 
with his streak of practicality have 

served him well over a long and 
productive public life.” 

 

Virginian-Pilot, editorial, March 
26, 2008 

 
 
 

 
“McDonnell boasts a stellar 

conservative record, established 
during his days in the General 
Assembly and furthered in his crime-

fighting role as attorney general.” 
 

Waynesboro News-Virginian, 
editorial, April 5, 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/topics/types/person/tags/bob-mcdonnell/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/topics/types/organization/tags/republican-party/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/topics/types/organization/tags/house-of-delegates/
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The McDonnell Administration: A Record of Results 

 

 In November 2009, Bob McDonnell received 59% of the vote in the 
Virginia gubernatorial race, and the most votes of any candidate for 

Governor in Virginia history 
 

 McDonnell immediately inherited two budget shortfalls 
 

 The first was $1.8 billion in the concluding FY 2010 budget 
 

 Through holding the line on discretionary spending, putting in place a 

hiring freeze in state government, making conservative revenue 
estimates and incentivizing state employees to save taxpayer dollars the 

governor turned that shortfall into a $403 million surplus in just 6 months 
 

 The second shortfall was an even larger $4.2 billion in the FY 2011/2012 
budget introduced by outgoing Governor Tim Kaine 

 
 No governor had ever taken office confronting a budget shortfall of this 

size 
 

 The governor closed the historic $4.2 billion budget shortfall that he 
inherited for FY 2011/2012 through spending reductions, not tax hikes 

 
 The $2.3 billion in budget recommendations made by the governor was 5 

times greater than any first-session Virginia governor has ever put 
forward  
 

 The need for such a large amount of budget recommendations from a 
first-session Governor resulted from outgoing Governor Tim Kaine 

sending down the FY 2011/2012 budget with a $2 billion income tax hike 
included to close the shortfall 

 
 It would have been the biggest tax hike in Virginia history 

 
 Governor McDonnell brought Democrats and Republicans together to 

reject Kaine’s tax hike  
 

 The budget was passed without a tax increase, and with car tax relief in 
place 

 
 It reduced state spending to 2006 levels 
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 The Governor had the most successful first legislative session of any 
Virginia Governor in modern history 

 His pension reform, requiring new state employees to contribute to their 
own retirements for the first time in a generation, will save Virginia $3 

billion over the next 10 years 
 

 The Governor’s hiring freeze in state government is saving $20 million a 
year 

 80% of Governor McDonnell’s legislative proposals passed the General 
Assembly this session 

 
 Additionally, the General Assembly approved 92% of his 213 amendments 

to the budget and previously passed legislation 
 

 The Governor implemented significant education reform through his 
“Opportunity to Learn” legislation which opened Virginia to new, high-

quality charter schools 
 

 The Governor passed an aggressive economic development package to 

grow jobs and provide economic incentives for new investments in 
Virginia 

 
 Virginia was named “the most pro-business state in America” in August 

by the Pollina Corporation and one of the top two states to in which to do 
business by CNBC 

 
 Since February, Virginia has added the 2nd highest number of new jobs 

 
 Virginia’s unemployment rate is the third-lowest east of the Mississippi 

 
 Microsoft announced the largest economic investment in the history of 

Southern Virginia 
 

 Fortune 100 company Northrop Grumman is moving its headquarters 

from California to Fairfax 
 

 New job-creating projects are underway in Pulaski, Waynesboro, Fairfax, 
Danville, Richmond, Radford and localities all around the Commonwealth 

 
 The Governor has also launched major commissions and initiatives on 

higher education, job creation, government reform, national security and 
military installations, health reform and housing. 

 
 He ordered an independent performance and financial audit of Virginia’s 

Department of Transportation that uncovered $1.5 billion available for 
transportation projects, but previously unspent  
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The McDonnell Administration:  

“6 Months By the Numbers” 

 
- July 12, 2010 - 

 
 

1: Fortune 100 Company Moving to Virginia 

 

2: Months of Back to Back State Revenue Growth for First Time Since 

2008 

 

5: Virginia’s national ranking in wine production 

 

9: Tons of Weight Lost by Virginia State Employees in Governor’s 

Challenge 

 

19: Previously Closed Rest Stops Reopened by Governor McDonnell 

 

41: New Jobs Created by Polymer Expansion in Waynesboro 

 

70: MPH. New Speed Limit on a Number of Rural Interstates 

 

80: Percent of Governor’s Legislative Proposals Passed by General 

Assembly 

 

92: Percent of Governor’s Amendments to Budget and Legislation 

Approved by General Assembly 

 

100: New Jobs in Southwest Virginia with Opening of DIRECTV and 

Convergys Virtual Call Center 

 

106: Economic Development Projects Launched Since Taking Office 

 

128: MeadWestvaco Jobs Coming to Richmond from Raleigh 
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240: Jobs Created in Pulaski County when Phoenix Packaging 

Operations Chooses Virginia over 5 Other States for the site of its First 

Manufacturing Facility in the United States 

 

300: New Jobs Created in Radford by Virginia Casting Industries 

 

375: More Jobs Coming to Fairfax County with KPMG Expansion 

 

1,318: Words in Governor McDonnell’s Republican Response to the 

State of the Union 

 

2,500: Acres of Forest Land Conserved in Isle of Wight County 

 

8,000: Attendees at Gubernatorial Inauguration 

 

22,000: Acres of Open Space Conserved Statewide 

 

71,500: Jobs Added in Virginia Since February; 3rd Highest Total in 

the Country 

 

150,000: Potholes Patched During March "Pothole Blitz" 

 

$35.7 Million: Increased Amount in Governor’s Opportunity Fund to 

Attract Job Creating Businesses to Virginia 

 

$492.7 Million: Dollars of Transportation Bonds Issued in May 

 

 

And the Grand Finale: 

 

$4.2 BILLION: Budget Shortfall Inherited by Governor McDonnell 

 

0: TAXES Increased to Close the Shortfall 
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Building a Commonwealth of Opportunity: In the News 

 
Getting Virginia Moving Again 

 

VDOT Audit 
 

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation is sitting on $1 

billion in reserve funds that could 
be used for new construction and 

maintenance, an audit ordered 
by Gov. Bob McDonnell has 

found. 
 

"That is unacceptable," 
McDonnell told a news 

conference today. "Money has 
been sitting in the state's wallet, while Virginians have been sitting in 

traffic." 

 
Because of the audit, $800 million to $900 million of maintenance and 

construction contracts will be awarded by Dec. 31, Secretary of 
Transportation Sean Connaughton said. 

Richmond Times-Dispatch, September 23, 2010 
 

The Virginia Department of Transportation left more than $500 million in 
maintenance funding unspent last year, even as the agency was reducing its 

work force and cutting services because of declining revenues, according to 
an audit commissioned by Gov. Bob McDonnell's administration. 

 
Based on the audit's findings, McDonnell said Thursday that VDOT soon can 

plow $614 million in unspent maintenance and construction funds into the 
agency's six-year road improvements plan. The audit recommends additional 

steps to steer an additional $840 million in existing funds to highway 

projects over the next six years.  
 

The audit concluded that VDOT held too much maintenance and construction 
funding in reserve during the economic downturn, slowing maintenance and 

preventing long-delayed road projects from moving forward. The Republican 
governor blamed the situation on "bad management decisions" made during 

the tenure of his predecessor, Democrat Tim Kaine. 
Roanoke Times, September 24, 2010 
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Rest Areas 
 

Fulfilling a top campaign pledge of the state's new Republican governor, 

Virginia's transportation authority has voted to reopen 19 Interstate rest 
stops closed last year to save $9 million and help bridge a $4.2 billion 

deficit. 
 

Gov. Bob McDonnell, who was sworn in Saturday to replace Democrat Tim 
Kaine, told the Commonwealth Transportation Board that "inmate labor and 

private contributions would help manage the costs of reopening the rest 
stops," the Associated Press writes. 

USA Today, January 20, 2010 

 
Virginia Gov. Robert F. 

McDonnell (R) announced 
Wednesday that the state will 

reopen 19 highway rest stops 
that were shuttered this 

summer because of budget cuts. 
 

The Commonwealth 
Transportation Board's 

unanimous vote Wednesday 
makes good on a campaign 

pledge to reopen the rest stops 
closed by McDonnell's 

predecessor, Timothy M. Kaine 

(D).  
 

Four of the rest stops will reopen by Feb. 17. Eight more will be reopened by 
March 17, and the final seven by April 17. 

 
The rest stops will be reopened using private contributions through an 

"adopt a rest stop" program and $3 million from the state's maintenance 
reserve fund. The state will also employ the labor of nonviolent prison 

inmates.  
 

"There are very few things I have heard more about in the last six months 
that have been a source of discontent and inconvenience to the citizens than 

not being able to access those rest stops," McDonnell told reporters after the 
board's meeting. "For travelers to come to Virginia and see tape across the 

entrance to the rest stop and a big 'closed' sign, it's a bigger sign that 

Virginia is closed for business."  
Washington Post, January 21, 2010 
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Port of Virginia 
 

The Virginia Port Authority will pay at least $800 million over 20 years to 

lease the new APM Terminals' facility in Portsmouth, Gov. Bob McDonnell 
announced Thursday. 

 
The governor said an agreement in principle had been reached on the deal 

during his remarks at the Virginia Maritime Association's annual banquet at 
the Norfolk Waterside Marriott. The agreement comes after more than a year 

of talks. 
 

"This is a seminal day, I believe, for the port of Hampton Roads," McDonnell 

said, perhaps rivaling only the unification of the port terminals under the 
Virginia Port Authority three decades ago. The deal will allow for significant 

expansion and make Hampton Roads "the most cost-efficient and 
technologically advanced port in the entire United States of America," he 

added. 
Virginian-Pilot, May 14, 2010 

 
The Virginia Port Authority 

and APM Terminals Virginia 
have reached an agreement 

for the state to lease the 
APMT Portsmouth terminal for 

$40 million a year for 20 
years. 

 

The terminal would be 
operated by a state agency, 

the Virginia Port Authority…. 
 

Gov. Bob McDonnell 
announced the deal last night at the 90th annual Virginia Maritime 

Association banquet in Norfolk. 
 

"Combining this technologically advanced facility with our existing port 
assets will substantially increase the marketability of this port and position 

Virginia to become the leading port on the U.S. East Coast faster than we 
anticipated," McDonnell said. 

Richmond Times-Dispatch, May 14, 2010 
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Keeping Virginians Safe and Secure 
 

Operation SOAR 
 

Fifteen foreign-born sex criminals living in 
Virginia and the District of Columbia who 

previously had avoided deportation were 
arrested this week in a statewide sweep and 

soon will be deported, authorities announced 
yesterday. 

 
The arrests are part of a continuing 

crackdown in Virginia to deport immigrants -
- some of whom are here legally -- who 

have committed sex crimes. The 13 

immigrants arrested in Virginia and two in 
the District of Columbia had convictions for 

sex offenses that included sexual battery of 
a minor, aggravated sexual battery of a 

child and carnal knowledge of a teenager. 
 

"I think it's noteworthy that most of those 
offenders have committed those crimes 

within the last year or two," Gov. Bob 
McDonnell said during a news conference at the state Capitol to announce 

the arrests. "And so these are people that are clear and present [and] 
current dangers to the citizens of Virginia." 

Richmond Times-Dispatch, October 9, 2010 
 

 

 

287g 
 

Gov. Bob McDonnell is asking the federal government to deputize Virginia's 
state troopers to enforce federal immigration law. 

 
In a letter to Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, McDonnell 

formally seeks what is known as a 287(g) agreement. 
 

The agreements with federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials 

permit participating state and local police to question and detain illegal 
immigrants suspected in crimes. 
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McDonnell said reaching an agreement for the state police would improve 
public safety in Virginia while providing help to undermanned federal 

immigration agencies. 
AP, August 12, 2010 

 
 

Gov. Bob McDonnell said yesterday that he envisions any Virginia State 
Police troopers given federal immigration enforcement powers would use 

them to address those "who are engaged in major drug offenses or violent 
offenses such as murder, 

manslaughter, rape, robbery and 
kidnapping, as well as DUI 

offenses." 
 

He made the distinction in a formal 

request sent this week to the 
Department of Homeland Security, 

asking for an agreement to 
authorize some Virginia State 

Police troopers to perform 
functions of federal immigration 

officers. 
 

The letter, dated Aug. 10 to Secretary of the Department of Homeland 
Security Janet Napolitano, comes after months of conversations on the 

subject between McDonnell's administration and federal authorities. 
 

The governor wants Homeland Security to enter into a so-called 287g 
agreement with the state, a pact that at least seven jurisdictions in Virginia 

already have in some form. The agreement is named for a section of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act. 
 

"The [memorandum of understanding] would include how participating State 
Police personnel will be nominated, trained, authorized and supervised in 

performing the immigration enforcement functions specified in the 
agreement," McDonnell wrote. 

Richmond Times-Dispatch, August 13, 2010 
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Conservative, Responsible Leadership on Virginia's Budget 
 

Surplus 
 

Gov. Bob McDonnell is confirming this morning that Virginia closed the most 
recent spending cycle with $403.2 million in leftover funds. 

 
McDonnell, in a report to the 

General Assembly money 
committees, says most of the 

money is spoken for. But he 
credited the politically divided 

legislature and his Democratic 
predecessor with taking steps to 

achieve the announced savings 
through the continuing economic 

downturn. 

 
"This modest surplus and fiscal 

turnaround was achieved by two administrations, two houses of the General 
Assembly and two political parties," said McDonnell. 

 
McDonnell today is announcing that state agencies scraped together $174.7 

million in unspent funds. Added to the $228.5 million in savings announced 
earlier this summer, the total in unspent cash is $403.2 million. 

Richmond Times-Dispatch, August 20, 2010 
 

Gov. Bob McDonnell told state lawmakers Thursday that most of Virginia's 
budget surplus has been spoken for and urged caution as the state deals 

with lingering fiscal and economic uncertainty. 
 

Virginia finished the last fiscal year with a budget surplus of $403.2 million 

because of stronger-than-expected tax collections and spending restraint by 
state government agencies. McDonnell hailed the "slight economic growth" 

that helped generate the surplus and credited leaders in both parties, 
including former Gov. Tim Kaine, for making tough budget cuts to balance 

the state's books. 
 

"This modest surplus and fiscal turnaround was achieved by two 
administrations, two houses of the General Assembly and two political 

parties," the Republican governor said in a speech to the legislature's key 
money committees. 

Roanoke Times, August 20, 2010 
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Balanced Budget 
 

The Virginia General Assembly adjourned its annual legislative session 

Sunday evening after adopting a two-year, $82 billion budget that cuts 
millions from education, health care and public safety -- curtailing state 

spending more aggressively than any in generations while fulfilling the new 
Republican governor's promise not to raise taxes. 

 

The trade-off for holding firm 
against a tax increase to plug a 

$4 billion hole was a spending 
plan that cuts deeply into 

virtually every area of state 
responsibility…. 

Washington Post, March 15, 
2010 

 
 

Virginia's new two-year budget 
would slash funding for public 

schools and health care 
programs, reduce aid to localities and increase some fees to offset a $4.2 

billion shortfall, reflecting a fiscal crisis Gov. Bob McDonnell described as 

"the most difficult period of time in modern Virginia history." 
 

Both houses of the General Assembly passed the compromise spending bill 
late Sunday afternoon, about 16 hours after negotiators from the two 

chambers struck a deal on an austere budget that will have far-reaching 
effects on state and local services. The Republican-run House of Delegates 

passed the budget by a vote of 73-23. The vote in the Democratic-controlled 
Senate was 34-6…. 

 
The compromise budget cuts more deeply into public services than the two-

year, $75 billion plan that former Gov. Tim Kaine introduced in December. 
Both houses rejected Kaine's plan to eliminate $950 million in annual car tax 

relief subsidies, and there was no support for Kaine's proposed income tax 
increase to generate revenue for localities.  

Roanoke Times, March 15, 2010 
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Ensuring “The Opportunity to Learn” For All Virginians 
 

Charter Schools 
 

Gov. Robert F. McDonnell (R) unveiled an 
ambitious proposal Wednesday to expand the 

number of charter schools in Virginia as a way 
to offer a publicly funded, privately run 

education alternative. 
 

McDonnell also said he wants to create virtual 
schools in which students can learn outside 

traditional classrooms and laboratory schools 
that would benefit from partnerships with 

Virginia colleges and universities.  

 
All three proposals must be approved by the General Assembly during its 60-

day session, which ends next month.  
 

The recently inaugurated governor has declared charter schools a top 
priority in his first legislative session. He has long praised President Obama 

for his support of charters, and he recently hired a nationally known charter 
advocate as his education secretary.  

 
"Charter schools aren't a silver 

bullet," McDonnell said at a news 
conference on Capitol Square, where 

he was joined by several lawmakers, 
former governor L. Douglas Wilder 

(D) and a few children. "But they are 

an important option for parents and 
for children seeking new options in a 

public education system."  
 

McDonnell's proposal would make it easier for charter schools to open in a 
state that has not welcomed them by allowing applicants to circumvent local 

approval processes.  
Washington Post, February 11, 2010 

 
 

The Virginia Senate on Tuesday passed Gov. Robert F. McDonnell's proposal 
designed to expand the number of the state's charter schools…. 

 



20 
 

"I applaud the Republicans and Democrats who came together today to help 

Virginia schoolchildren, especially those who are at-risk and disadvantaged, 
gain more educational opportunities,'' McDonnell said in a statement. 

 
McDonnell declared charter schools a top priority in his first legislative 

session. He has praised President Obama for his support of charters and 
hopes it will help the state receive millions of dollars through the federal 

Race to the Top grant program. Charters are freer to experiment with 
schedules and curricula than regular public schools. Since Virginia began 

allowing charter schools 12 years ago, only three have opened. A fourth is 
set to open in Richmond in the fall. 

Washington Post, March 10, 2010 
 
 

Higher Education 
 

A commission appointed by Gov. Bob 
McDonnell is shaping a package of higher-

education proposals that emphasize the role of 
Virginia's colleges and universities in growing 

the economy, but officials said the costs and 
the means of paying for them remain 

uncertain. 
 

The Commission on Higher Education Reform, Innovation and Investment 

met Tuesday in Richmond to discuss its major goals: preparing Virginians for 
high-demand jobs and driving economic growth; devising more effective 

ways to deliver higher-education; and creating sustainable funding policies 
that increase college access and affordability. 

 
McDonnell told the panel that a "new compact between the state and our 

leaders in higher ed" will refocus Virginia's higher-education efforts on 
boosting economic opportunity and jobs, while making sure college is 

achievable and affordable for all Virginians. 
AP, October 12, 2010 

 
 

A new higher-education reform commission appointed by Gov. Bob 
McDonnell is focusing on improving education in Virginia. 

 

The Commission on Higher Education Reform, Innovation and Investment 
held its first meeting Monday at the Chesterfield County campus of John 

Tyler Community College. The 45-member panel is seeking ways to improve 
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higher education, including increasing the number of degree recipients and 

ensuring college access and affordability. 
 

"It is abundantly clear that higher education is a powerful engine of 
economic growth and produces one of the highest returns on investment of 

any public or private program," McDonnell said at the meeting. "And the 
states and countries with the best trained work forces are the magnets for 

business investment, job creation, and economic growth." 
AP, July 12, 2010 
 

 

 
 

Making Virginia the Energy Capitol of the East Coast 
 

Governor’s Energy Conference 
 

Gov. Bob McDonnell challenged business people today to suggest ways that 

state government can aid the development of Virginia’s 
energy sources. 

 
"I want to solve problems," McDonnell said. "I want to 

fix things." 
 

McDonnell gave a luncheon speech at the Governor’s 
Conference on Energy at the Greater Richmond 

Convention Center downtown. 
 

About 1,000 people are attending the conference, which concludes 
Thursday. 

 
Calling energy a "critically important issue," McDonnell said he favors  an 

"all-of-the-above strategy" that involves increased development of Virginia’s 

fossil fuels such as coal; possible alternative sources such as wind; and also 
nuclear power. 

 
McDonnell renewed his call for the drilling of oil and natural gas off the 

Virginia coast — a possibility that the federal government put on hold 
indefinitely in spring, following the Gulf of Mexico oil spill.  

Richmond Times-Dispatch, October 14, 2010 
 

 
Virginia's future as a leader in energy production remains linked to 

indefinitely delayed plans for oil and natural gas drilling miles off the state 
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coastline, Gov. Bob McDonnell said Wednesday at an energy conference he 

convened. 
 

That exploration "is a part of American 
s' energy future that should go 

forward," McDonnell said, one day after 
federal officials lifted a ban on 

deepwater drilling imposed after the 
Gulf oil spill last spring…. 

 
The governor's message echoed many of 

the themes he's previously stressed, 
including the need to produce more energy in Virginia, a state he said 

imports nearly one-third of its electricity. 
 

Meeting that demand requires a strategy that relies on traditional fuels, 

nuclear power, and biological and renewable alternatives such as offshore 
wind, McDonnell said. 

 
"The best winds in the country anywhere outside of the United States 

Congress are off the shores of Virginia," McDonnell said, taking a jab at 
federal officials. "What we've got to do is find a way to harness it in a 

commercially practicable way." 
Virginian-Pilot, October 14, 2010 
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Inaugural Address of Governor Robert F. McDonnell 

Richmond, Virginia - January 16, 2010 

 

Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker. 

Lt. Governor Bolling. 

Attorney General Cuccinelli. 

Members of the General Assembly. 

Distinguished guests from around the world and across the 

country, family and friends, my fellow Virginians. 

Good afternoon! 

We gather today on the steps of our magnificent and newly 

renovated State Capitol. 

From this hill the land rolls gently down to the James River, the waterway of 

the Settlers in 1607. 

From this place, the sweep of history has moved us forward to today. 

This is the cradle of democracy for Virginia and America. 

Governor Thomas Jefferson designed this Capitol building. 

Governor Patrick Henry came here for the laying of its cornerstone. 

I am humbled today to follow in their historic footsteps. 

The General Assembly first convened in this new building during the first 

term of America's first President, Virginia's George Washington. 

Behind me, in the Rotunda, are the busts of the eight Virginians who became 

President. 
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It was here that Robert E. Lee, the son of a Virginia Governor, was 

commissioned as Commander of the Commonwealth's military forces as a 

young nation split into war. 

It was here, just four years later, that President Abraham Lincoln came to 

begin the process of reuniting our war-torn nation, walking the streets of still 

smoldering Richmond. 

And it was here, 125 years after Lincoln's visit that a grandson of slaves, L. 

Douglas Wilder, took the Oath of Office as the nation's first African-American 

Governor. 

And it is here, today, that an average middle class kid from Fairfax County, a 

grandson of Irish immigrants, is given the enormous honor of becoming the 

71st Governor of Virginia. 

As it turns out, I succeed another descendent of Irish immigrants, Governor 

Timothy Kaine. 

On behalf of the grateful people of Virginia, I thank Governor Kaine for his 

leadership and service to our Commonwealth. 

Today's Virginia is a thriving and diverse home of nearly 8 million people, 

with one in ten born outside the United States. 

A state of rich history and strong people, we do face many challenges 

together. 

We do not face the challenges of forming a new government or securing a 

young nation, as did Washington, Jefferson and Henry. 

We do not encounter the devastation and destruction of Civil War, as did 

Lincoln and Lee. 

We do not struggle with the injustice of slavery and its legacy of segregation 

as did Governor Wilder as a young man. 

We do not march into bullets and artillery shells, as did the Greatest 

Generation on the beaches of Normandy and the islands of the Pacific. Two 
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members of that generation, who served in World War II, my father Jack 

McDonnell and my father-in-law Frank Gardner, join us here today. 

On behalf of a grateful Commonwealth I thank them, and all military 

members and veterans, for their incredible sacrifice and service to our nation 

that continues today. 

The actions of those patriots that came before us had a common purpose to 

create and expand freedom and opportunity for the generations that came 

behind them. 

The creation of, and desire for, new opportunity has shaped Virginia from its 

foundation. 

It was in seeking the Opportunity of a New World that Captain John Smith 

and 104 settlers braved the perilous Atlantic to step onto the sands of Cape 

Henry in April 1607. 

It was in securing the Opportunity of a New Nation that Virginia patriots 

joined together with their fellow colonists in the first fight for freedom and 

independence, and thus was born a country of ordered liberty that, 234 

years later, is the beacon of hope for the world. 

It was in seizing the Opportunity of equality and education that a 

courageous 16 year-old girl named Barbara Johns, memorialized behind this 

majestic Capitol at the Virginia Civil Rights Memorial, stood up and walked 

out of Moton High School in Farmville 59 years ago this spring. 

New opportunity helped them meet the challenges of their time. 

Greater opportunity will help us meet the challenges of ours. 

Together we must create jobs and economic opportunities. 

Provide new educational opportunities for all Virginians. 

And enhance family and community opportunities by easing government 

burdens on free people. 
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As Virginians, we believe that 

government must help foster a 

society in which all our people can 

use their God-given talents in 

liberty to pursue the American 

Dream. 

Where opportunity is absent, we 

must create it. Where opportunity 

is limited, we must expand it. 

Where opportunity is unequal, we 

must make it open to everyone. 

Our Administration will be 

dedicated to building "A 

Commonwealth of Opportunity" for 

all Virginians. 

It starts with restoring economic 

opportunity to Virginians in every 

corner of our Commonwealth. 

Tens of thousands of our family members, friends and neighbors have lost 

their jobs. 

Thousands more worry they could be next. 

As we confront the worst economy in generations, the creation of new job 

opportunities for all our citizens is the obligation of our time, so all Virginians 

who seek a good job can find meaningful work and the dignity that comes 

with it. 

Virginia has received high rankings over the years for being a business-

friendly state. 

Those rankings speak well of our past. They do not determine our future. 

Competition for jobs is intense among the states, and between nations. 

States are aggressively positioning themselves to best appeal to job creators 

and entrepreneurs. 
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We must make this the best state in which to start and grow a small 

business. 

It is why we will reduce burdensome taxation and regulation that impede 

job-creation. 

And, it is why, even in these tough times, we will have the foresight to 

invest today in ideas and policies that increase economic prosperity 

tomorrow. 

This economic crisis has touched every Virginian. 

Declining home values and diminished retirement accounts have wiped away 

in just a few months the accumulated savings of many years. 

As jobs are lost and consumer confidence remains low, state revenues have 

declined, and an historic budget shortfall has stretched into the billions. 

Thus, like so many households and businesses across the Commonwealth, 

state government needs to devise new ways to operate and find savings. 

This austerity won't be easy, but it is necessary. The circumstances of our 

time demand that we reconsider and restore the proper role of government. 

Without reform the continued growth of government threatens our very 

prosperity. 

We must properly fund the core priorities of government, but — equally 

important — we must utilize innovation, privatization, and consolidations to 

deliver government services more effectively. 

And as we enact these reforms we must remember this: that government 

cannot guarantee individual outcomes, but equality of opportunity must be 

guaranteed for all. 

All Virginians must have the same fundamental opportunities to work hard, 

live free and succeed. 

Access to a quality education is the foundation of future opportunity. My Dad 

stressed to me as a child that to get a good job, you need a good education. 

It was true then and even more true today. 
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Virginians are blessed with many great schools with dedicated, professional 

teachers like my sister Nancy in Amherst, who work tirelessly to mold the 

minds and character of the next generation. 

To compete in this global economy every young Virginian must have the 

opportunity of a world-class education from pre-school to college. 

A child's future prospects should be as unlimited as his intelligence, integrity 

and work ethic can take him. No child in Virginia should have her future 

determined by her place of birth or zip code. 

We will work with President Obama to expand high-quality charter schools 

and institute performance pay to our great teachers. 

More money must go to the classroom and less into administration, and new 

opportunities in science, technology, engineering, math and healthcare must 

be created through our schools and colleges. 

And let us recognize that a high school degree is no longer the finish line in a 

global economy. We must create affordable new pathways to earning a 

college degree and make a commitment to confer 100,000 additional 

degrees over the next 15 years. We must make our community colleges 

national leaders in workforce development and career training. 

These are investments that will pay individual and societal dividends for 

many years to come. 

Barbara Johns was willing to risk everything for the simple opportunity of a 

good education. Surely, sixty years later, we can work together to provide 

that opportunity to all Virginia children. 

Our Administration will demand excellence, reward performance, provide 

choices and celebrate achievement. 

God has bestowed upon our Commonwealth an amazing wealth of natural 

resources. Virginians have the intellectual capital to use these resources to 

create new jobs, reduce our energy bills, and make our nation more energy 

independent. 
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We will make Virginia the "Energy Capital of the East Coast." By growing the 

natural gas and coal industries, expanding the use of nuclear power, and 

promoting new energy technologies like wind, solar and biomass. 

And we will champion environmentally-safe offshore energy exploration and 

production, bringing with it thousands of new jobs, hundreds of millions in 

new state revenue and 

billions in new 

investment. 

We must also seize the 

opportunity to improve 

our transportation 

system by getting long 

overdue projects under 

way, and utilizing 

innovative ideas to 

build the roads, 

bridges, rail and ports 

we need. 

 

A better transportation system will create new opportunities for Virginians 

across the state. 

These are policies focused on addressing the real problems our people face, 

and delivering results. 

I've had people tell me they fear that America may no longer be the land of 

opportunity it has always been, and that Virginia's history in playing a 

leading role in the life of our nation may be just thathistory. I say: They are 

wrong. 

Working together — Republicans, Democrats and Independents alike — 

Virginia will continue to blaze the trail of opportunity and prosperity. 

And like the mechanic looking to the owner's manual to troubleshoot the 

automobile, we should look to the Founders and their writings for wisdom. 
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The Founders capstone on the Constitution is the Bill of Rights. No federal 

mandate nor program crafted by either political party should undermine the 

central principle of federalism, enshrined in the birth certificate of America 

by those who pledged their lives, fortunes and sacred honor. 

The Founders recognized that the government closest to the people governs 

best. More often than not, Richmond knows better about the hopes and 

dreams of the people than Washington. And Galax and Fairfax and Virginia 

Beach know far better than Richmond. 

As we enthusiastically pursue the vision of "A Commonwealth of 

Opportunity", I ask all Virginians to continue to seek your own opportunities 

to get involved in the life of our Commonwealth. 

Half a century ago President Kennedy challenged the American people to 

"ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your 

country." Today, I ask all Virginians to rise up to meet this timeless 

challenge. 

We live in the most generous nation on Earth. So many Virginians give 

sacrificially of their time, talents and treasure, and rightly so. The Scriptures 

say, "To whom much is given, much will be required." 

Right now, much is required in the nation of Haiti. And I urge all Virginians 

to donate to the relief efforts under way. 

Here in our Commonwealth, I urge business owners to look for opportunities 

to sponsor a little league team, help a charity, and promote corporate 

responsibility in the communities in which you live and work. 

I urge all the leaders of our faith communities to expand your selfless work 

of helping the homeless, feeding the poor, and comforting the broken 

hearted. 

I urge the young people of Virginia to use your talents and energy to fully 

engage in the future of this Commonwealth. 

I urge Virginians who came here from other lands to contribute your culture, 

your history and your traditions to our rich tapestry of life. 
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I urge every Virginian to take every opportunity to thank a man or woman in 

a law enforcement or military uniform for the preservation of our freedoms. 

There is so much each one of us can do to leave this Commonwealth a 

better place than we found it. 

No government program can substitute for the incredible good done through 

voluntary actions performed freely by caring individuals every day. 

And while government can help provide opportunities, it is every person's 

responsibility to take advantage of them. 

In recent weeks I've seen people exercising that responsibility, and changing 

lives at: 

The Healing Place in Richmond. 

The Carpenter's Shelter in Alexandria. 

Food Banks in Abingdon, Norfolk and Richmond. 

The Boys and Girls Club in Virginia Beach. 

The USO in Norfolk. 

As a Commonwealth, we must do the same ... and we will. 

Standing here today, on the steps of our State Capitol, in the inspiring 

shadows of the shared history behind us, we embrace the limitless future 

opportunities stretching out far before us. 

And now it is here, in this place, that we pledge to work together to create 

"A Commonwealth of Opportunity" ... for all Virginians, and to add our steps 

to Virginia's journey. 

It was George Washington who noted, in his first Inaugural Address, "The 

propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected to remain on a nation 

that disregards the eternal rules of order and right which Heaven itself has 

ordained." 
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It is right to help one another. 

It is right to work together to get results and solve problems. 

It is right to provide opportunities for all. 

Let us heed the words of the Father of our Country, employ these eternal 

rules of order and right, and get to work for the good of the people of 

Virginia. 

Thank you and God Bless the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 

 

 

 


